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sionate, and not without humour. Once, a strong and
turbulent fellow being more than usually troublesome,
he shouted aloud that he had not blessed his own gar-
ments, but would bless those of this man. In an instant
the zeal of the multitude was diverted ; they fell upon
the man, tore his whole dress in tatters, and carried off
the precious shreds. Sometimes he would keep order
by laying about him vigorously with his staff; those
were happy who were wounded by his hallowed hands ;
they kissed their bruises, and cherished every drop of
blood shed by his holy violence. At the close of three
years Fulk of Neuilly could boast, in another assembly
of the Cistercian Order, that 200,000 persons had re-
ceived the cross from his hands.

Yet, as before, the eloquence of Fulk of N"euilly
wanted depth and intensity ; its effects were immediate
and violent, but not lasting. It might be, that he
either disdained or neglected those ostentatious austeri-
ties, which to the vulgar are the crowning test of earn-
estness. He wore, indeed, a sackcloth shirt nest his
skin, and kept rigidly the fasts of the Church ; but oil
other occasions he ate and drank, and lived like other
men. He was decently shaved, wore seemly attire, he
did not travel barefoot, but on an easy palfrey. It
might be that his reserve in working miracles awoke
suspicion in some, resentment in others who were dis-
appointed in their petitions. But the deep and real
cause of his transitory success, was the general jealousy
which was abroad concerning the misapplication of the
vast funds raised for the service of the Holy Land.
Offerings had streamed to him from all quarters; he
had received vast subsidies : these he devoted to supply
the more needy knights, who took the cross, with anna
and provisions for their pilgrimage. But the rapacity